CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 


NOTICE 

1.8 


September 30, 2008 


TO: 


All Geographic Bureau Commanding Officers 


FROM: Chief of Detectives 

SUBJECT: POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR LETTERS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 

This Notice serves to clarify the policies and procedures for requesting a Letter of 
Accomplishment (LOA). Letters of Accomplishment are used as a method of compensation for 
informants who are motivated by a pending case. The informant’s cooperation and 
accomplishments should be documented in the LOA and presented to the Office of the District 
Attorney (DA), for review and consideration. In accordance with the DA’s policy, all law 
enforcement requests for leniency or immunity must set forth the specific considerations being 
sought and the justifications for the request (Attachments). 

Department employees shall not request dismissal of a case on behalf of an informant. However, 
an informant may request that the Department submit an LOA concerning the informant’s 
sentencing on a pending criminal case in exchange for the information provided. Only the Chief 
of Detectives, or designee, may submit an LOA to the DA’s Office. Consideration at sentencing 
can only be granted by the judge or prosecutor. Investigators do not have the authority to 
independently promise leniency or immunity from prosecution. 

Any questions regarding this Notice should be directed to Captain Kevin F. McCarthy, 
Commanding Officer, Narcotics Division at (213) 972-2460. 


APPROVED: 


Chief of Detectives 




(JIM McDONNELL, First Assistant Chief 
ChiePof Staff 


Attachments 


DISTRIBUTION “B” 





